INTRODUCTION
The "biodiversity hotspots" term is one of the most successful methods developed to preserve the richest and most endangered areas on the world (1). The Mediterranean Basin is one of the most important area for plant diversity (2, 3) . The plant diversity is excessive, with approximately 30.000 plant species with 13.000 endemics and many of the endemics plants are local (4) . The flora of Turkey has approximately 10.000 vascular plants, so it is the richest flora in the temperate zone (5, 6) . Also, it has special habitats. But, the incomparable flora and habitats of Turkey have been threatened and have diminished rapidly over the last four decades; Turkey has 144 Important Plant Areas (7) which have contributed much to the origin of many cultivated plant species.
Mountain, Nature Conservation Area, and is in Kahramanmaraş province. The highest point of the examined area is Başkonuş Mountain (1775 m). The research area is located within the Mediterranean phytogeographical region. The three types vegetation basically can be observed in the area are; forest, macchie, and steppe vegetation (13) (14) (15) (16) .
MATERIALS AND METHODS

Study Area
The study area is located in Kahramanmaraş province. According to Equator 37°38'35''-37°28' 32'' north latitudes, according to Greenwich 36 028'48''-36° 41' 54'' east meridians on the topographic map with in scaled to 1/25.000 ( Figure 2 ). This area has a surface area of 203.084 km 2 (118.258 km 2 forest, 84.826 km 2 opened forest) and varies in height from 345 m to the peak of the Başkonuş mountain (1779 m). The Başkonuş Mountain is studied because; 1) Some observations on the vegetation in the Başkonuş Mountain (13) (14) (15) (16) , and detailed floristic studies in this area during the Project of KANBK (Conservation for Rare and Endemic Plants of Kahramanmaraş and Ardahan was carried out in 2007-2011 and funded by BTC-UNDP (SGP) (10-12).
2) The study area is a promenade area.
3) Phytogeographic location of Başkonuş Mountain and Anatolian Diagonal (17) .
Selection of Taxa
The Flora of Başkonuş Mountain consists of 66 endemic taxa (18) . In the study, 17 endemic and 9 rare taxa (17 threatened endemic taxa and 9 national threatened rare taxa) were selected according to their IUCN (International Union for Conservation of Nature) statutes (19) , altitudes and habitats as listed in Table  1 . Endemic which includes endemic taxa found solely in Kahramanmaraş and in neighbouring areas (e.g., Ahır Mountain, Binboğa Mountain, Çimen Mountain) (13) (14) (15) (16) .
Field Investigations
The field work was carried out in 2011 and information of various data such as GPS (Global Positioning System), altitude, habitat, density of plant population and selected taxa for each 10 km, were recorded. Some newly recorded plants for the Flora of Başkonuş Mountain were collected during the field studies; the plants were identified and kept in ISTE (The Herbarium of Istanbul University Faculty of Pharmacy).
In this study, 13 habitats types were defined and presented in a simplified list as Table 2 , where the endemics and rare taxa of the Başkonuş Mountain grow. The numbers of endemic and rare plants in the habitats were presented by a chart. Additionally altitudinal distributions of the selected taxa were showed with a chart. During the field work, 610 GPS were loaded on the computer and digitized in Map Projection System; ED 1950 UTM Zone 37 N which is a GIS program (Geographic Information Systems). Distributions of the selected taxa were marked on the topographic map in scaled to 1/25.000. Afterwards the 26 maps were overlapped so that the areas of plant biodiversity were occurred on the last map could be seen on Figure 3 . As the results of there, six SPAs were defined in Başkonuş Mountain.
RESULTS
The results identified six sites which were based on one or more of the following criteria: 1. Presence of rare species, 2. Presence of botanical diversity, 3. Presence of threatened habitats. The six determined SPAs were descripted using altitudes, size (km 2 ), habitats, selected taxa and other plants. Descriptions of the SPAs were presented in Table 3 .
Habitat Types and Altitude Differentiation
Habitat types were grouped as rocks, grasslands, meadows, shrubs, woods, cultivated area, waste and then 13 habitats types were defined. Ziyaret Hill has maximum habitats although it is the smallest SPA. Its altitude zone and the richness of the habitat provide a high level biodiversity, so the smallest size SPA competes with the largest size SPA (Locality of Yediardıç) about in number of contained endemic and rare taxa.
Endemism
The flora of Başkonuş Mountain has 565 taxa of which 66 are endemics with an overall endemism of 11.68%. According distributions of the selected endemic and rare taxa, Small Protected Area 2 (Locality of Yediardıç) has the highest number of selected endemic and rare taxa (Figure 4) . Firstly, the selected endemic and rare plants were found in a woody habitat (W1 and W4) with a rate of 29.01%. Secondly, they were found in a rock habitat (R1 and R3) with a rate of 20.85% ( Figure 5 ).
Threats and Conservation State
The main factor responsible for the threats to plants in the Başkonuş Mountain is human pressure. Intensive grazing of sheep and goats in the meadows and grasslands, uncontrolled plant collection, especially some orchids (Anacamptis pyrimidalis, Comperia comperiana), and working on road and forestry activities (uncontrolled tree cutting or silviculture) are the most important threats to the flora of Başkonuş Mountain.
According to IUCN categories, 7 taxa is EN (endangered), 8 taxa is VU (vulnerable), 4 taxa is LR (nt) (near threatened), 2 taxa is LR (cd) (conservation dependent) and 5 taxa is LR (lc). The endangered and vulnerable taxa are distributed in the second SPA ( Figure 6 ). This is not surprising due to the fact that the most numerous endemic taxa observed are in this area.
The Başkonuş Mountain has various types of rock slides and screes. This habitat is a biotope of most numerous endemic geophytes (Allium glumaceum, Colchicum davisii, Fritillaria alfredae subsp. glaucoviridis, Cyclamen pseudoibericum, Hyacinthus orientalis subsp. chionophilus).
DISCUSSION
Başkonuş Mountain has specific habitat such as medium-height steep slopes and forest edges. This habitat is also a refuge for endemics. Habitat loss is thought to lead to endemic species extinctions. Many studies use species-area relationships and predict substantial extinctions when levels of habitat loss exceed approximately 70-80% (16). 
Cephalanthera rubra, Comperia comperiana, Lathyrus variabilis, Eranthis hyemalis
Threats: Working on highway, uncontrolled grazing, and plant collection.
SPA 4: Ziyaret Hill
Coordination: 37°34.5'00"N 36°35'00"E Size: 0.4 km (17) (18) (19) (20) . In fact most endemism grow in high stress level populations, such as screes (R2), cliffs and rocks high and mid altitude (R1) and alpine grasslands (G2) (16, 21) , but it should be emphasized that endemics and rare plants are found in woody habitats, especially coniferous habitats in the study.
The flora of the Başkonuş Mountain is comparable with data from the literature for mountainous areas in the Mediterranean recognized as one of the most important centers of endemism on Earth (22, 23) . Besides, the relationship is considered biodiversity, habitats and endemic plants is remarkable compared to other Mediterranean hotspots (24) (25) (26) . For example, although the Başkonuş Mountain has a smaller area than the Alps and the Pyrenees, its endemism rate is higher than them. Additionally, the ratio of endemic species per unit area is higher than Pyrenees and the Andalucía Mountains could be seen on Table 4 .
Ecologists recognize that the Earth's biota is now experiencing the sixth great extinction wave (27) . The conversion of native forest and grasslands, to plantation crops is one of the largest threats to terrestrial biodiversity and a key of the global extinction crisis (28) . Additionally, intensive grazing causes transformation of the vegetation in scrub communities and in the woods (21) .
While people have become more aware of environmental problems recently, most do not get actively involved in movements that support a more liveable future (3). Many people reach limited data about environmental from sources that may be reached, especially the media. Thus ecologists should be more active in educational settings and alternative methods of biodiversity in the community of Kahramanmaraş. In 2010, the tenth meeting of the Conference of Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity led to the adoption of a global strategic plan for biodiversity for the period of 2011-2020. The EU follows a similar policy. The new Biodiversity Strategy purposes to stop the loss of biodiversity and the degeneracy of ecosystem services in the EU by 2020 (29, 30) . The strategy should be carried out in Turkey.
An agreement among politicians and managers of the local administrations and parks (City Councils, Government and National Parks) is necessary in Kahramanmaraş and Turkey.
Major threats to biodiversity include human-associated factors, such as habitat destruction and degradation, over profiteering, invasive species, incidental mortality, pollution, climate change diseases and human population growth (31) .
CONCLUSION
Six SPAs were defined in Başkonuş Mountain. Some threats and conservation suggestions were presented in this study. Local people reach limited information about biodiversity issues from sources that may be biased. Thus conservation biologists and government offices should be much more active in formal educational settings and via alternative methods to a diversity of audiences in Kahramanmaraş. 
